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State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ no

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic

and;‘or common -3 Mr . Pi tts new hOUSE‘. -

2. Location

street & number 23 South Main Street — not for pub!iéatlon

city, town Berlin —_ vicinity of congressional district 1st

state Maryland county Worcester

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

— district —_ public ___occupied ____ agriculture — museum

_X bpuilding(s) __* private _X _unoccupied ____ commercial ___ park

____structure ___ both _X_work in progress ____educational X __ private residence

—__site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment ___religious
., object ____in process _X_ yes: restricted ____government ____scientific

—_ being considered _ yes: unrestricted — industrial transportation
Xnot applicable LinG ____military — other:

4. Owner Of Propel'ty (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Mr. and Mrs. Clay Reister

street & number 10 Crest Haven Drive telephone no.: 641-7446

city, town Ocean Pines, Berlin state and zip code MD 21811
5. Location of Legal Description

Worcester County Courthouse

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. liber
street & number Market Street folio
city, town Snow Hill state MD

6. Representation in Existing =uistorical surveys

title

date — federal _state _county ____ local

itory for survey records

city, town state




7. Description Survey No. (,)0.203

Condition Check one Check one
—_excellent __deteriorated ___ unaltered _X original site
____good ___ruins X _ altered ___moved date of move

_x_fair ____ unexposed .

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

Situated on a small parcel of land at the convergence of Church,
Tripoli and South Main Street, this 2% story frame dwelling is prominently
displayed. It's hip roof, covered with slate shingles, features cross
gables of varying sizes and projections on three sides. A frieze board
extending from the boxed cornice to the top of second floor windows
extends around the structure. Windows are 1/1 throughout with evidence
of entablature molding at the top of the surround. The structure is
sheathed with weatherboards and its cornerboards also show evidence of
having entablature molding, creating a slender pilaster effect. The same
details are seen in the neighboring house at 21 South Main Street.

The front (West) facade is five bays across, the three left bays
located in a large cut-away cross gable. The gable peak features fish-
scale shingles and a rectangular window opening flanked by smaller
windows. The door is in the fourth bay from the left with an oversized
window in the remaining bay. A verandah set on brick piers extends across
the front facade and wraps partially around the north side. There is
evidence of two other entrances, one in the northwest diagonal side of
the front bay and another at the end of the verandah on the north side;
these having been changed to windows by an earlier occupant.

The property is bordered on the South Main and Tripoli Street .
sides by a low stone wall, three courses of ashlar block, the top being
castellated. This wall is undoubtedly connected to the 1905 reconstruc-
tion of the stone Buckingham Presbyterian Church that is located across
the street.




8. Significance survey No. ()0 Q073

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
— prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ___ landscape architecture ____ religion
1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic —___conservation —_law ____science
. 1500-1599 ____ agriculture ____economics __literature — sculpture
— 1600-1699 __X architecture —education — military — social/
— 17001799 __art _____engineering — music humanitarian
—___1800-1899 ___ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy — theater
—X 1900~ ____ communications __ industry ____ politics/government ____ transportation
___invention —_ other (specify)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A B _C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A B _C _D _E _F _G
Level of Significance: _ national _ state X local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

Its prominent location, style and scale make the dwelling
at 23 South Main Street of great importance in Berlin's historic
district. 1In addition it is one of five houses, three of which
remain, that were similar in scale and style built on the east side
of South Main Street in a row after Berlin's extensive 1904 fire.




9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. W0-203

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property S
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTM References 4o NOT complete UTM references
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Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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Verbal boundary description and justification
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state code county code
state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameititte Fage Hammond

organizationBerlin Historic District Commission gse November, 1985

street & number 313 South Main Street telephone 641-0773

city or town Berlin state MD

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438
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Miss Nancy Purnell House (Mr. Pitts New House)
23 S. Main Street (MD 818), Berlin

Worcester County Tax Map 300, P. 1482
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Miss Nancy Purnell House (Mr. Pitts new house)
23 S. Main St.
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